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The true purpose of man, not the 

one prescribed by changing 

inclination but by eternally 

unchanging reason, is the highest 

and most proportionate formation 

of his powers into a whole. 

Freedom is the first and 

indispensable condition for this 

formation.

Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767 - 1835), German philosopher, 

philologist and Prussian statesman, co-founder of the University of 

Berlin (now Humboldt University in Berlin).
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikpedia/commons/t
humb/4/46/Wilhelm_von_Humboldt_Denkmal_-
_Humboldt_Universit%C3%A4t_zu_Berlin.jpg/255p
x-Wilhelm_von_Humboldt_Denkmal_-
_Humboldt_Universit%C3%A4t_zu_Berlin.jpg



Helmholtz, Hermann von: On the academic freedom of the German universities : speech at the inauguration of the Rectorate at the Friedrich-

Wilhelms-Universität zu Berlin on 15 October 1877 / delivered by H. Helmholtz. -Berlin : Hirschwald, 1878. - 30 p.

Freedom necessarily 
entails responsibility. It 
is as perishable a gift 
for unstable characters 
as it is valuable for 
strong ones.
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A prime problem of 

instruction methods is

that the degree of 

acceptance is often

directly related to the

reputation of the man 

teaching, regardless of 

whether the theory is

cock-eyed or not.

Björn Borg

https://cdn.britannica.com/39/26139-050-53196601/Bjorn-
Borg-Sweden-shot-first-singles-titles-1976.jpg



The big Picture: Three Generations of Reforms
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Frenk et al. Health professionals for a new century. Lancet 2010; 376:1923-1958



Challenges for Medical Care und General Needs 
of Medical Education in Germany

 Aging population

 Shortage of physicians in rural areas

 Over- and undertreatment

 Lack of delegation and substitution 

of responsibilities in 

interprofessional teams

 Digital health care

 Sustainability – One Health and 

Planetary Health Challenges
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Quelle: Th. Fischer



Medical Education and Curricula in Germany 
in a Nutshell

 39 medical faculties, mostly public, with additional „private“ faculties

or medical schools and clinical campuses

 Around 11,000 graduates per year (to be increased?)

 6 year curriculum (2 yrs preclinical, 3 yrs clinical, 1 yr

subinternship) under federal legislation („Ärztliche 

Approbationsordnung“), no accreditation for public schools required

 3 national exams (MCQ & oral exams) 

 12 of 39 are integrated curricula („Modellstudiengang“)

 LMU Munich with 950 preclinical and 550 clinical students/year

(modular and organ- or competency oriented)



General needs: Masterplan Medical Education 2020

 Strengthening general practice in training

 Interprofessional education

 Strenghtening scientific reasoning 

competencies for better practice

 More diverse student population to be 

admitted to medical schools

 Digital health 

 (Planetary Health) 

31. March 2017
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National Competency-based Catalogue of 
Learning Objectives (NKLM)
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 Professionalization of medical education

 Qualification of disseminators at the

medical faculties („Teach the teacher“)

 Promotion of educational research

 Strenghtening the national network in 

medical education

(Inter-)National network of faculties, 

educators and participants:

 60 ECTS = 1,800 Hours (2 yrs post-grad)

 500 participants (25/yr) from 49 faculties

(DACH) plus teaching institutions

Aims of the German MME:
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March 2015

May 2004

MME Curriculum Planning
Workshop Frauenchiemsee
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MME Curriculum Overview

Module # 

(5-days)

Key topics

1 Curricular design

2 Team-communication, project management

Start of educational project at home faculties (project)

3 Learning theories, large group teaching, MCQ

4 PBL, Skills & clinical teaching, progress-test, portfolio

5 Simulated pat., e-learning, key-feature, OSCE, oral exams

6 Research in medical education

Start of individual research project (master thesis)

7       Leadership, conflict management, faculty development

8 Evaluation of the curriculum of an international host faculty
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plus elective Module 9 based on participants´ preferences.
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60 – 120 - 200 Hours
Medical Education Certificates
with peer-review for quality assurance
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Bavarian Network of six faculties
to improve medical Education 



Local level (LMU Munich)
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Local (and global) courses at LMU Munich
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Local (and global) courses at LMU Munich
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Local (and global) courses at LMU Munich
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The Perspective of a Medical Educator & Dean of Studies
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2026???



Many thanks!

mrfischer@lmu.de

https://www.lmu-klinikum.de/institut-dam

https://www.lmu-klinikum.de/institut-dam

